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Very well remember the Reſult of our laſt Diſcourſe 
was this, that you hated and that I lov'd thoſe Con- 


troverſys, which ſo much divide the World in their 
Affections and Intereſts, as well as in their Opinions. 


And yet after frankly diſcovering our Thoughts to one 


another, and impartially examining our ſeveral Diſpoſi- 


tions, it appear d, that you who fo carefully avoided all 
Diſputes, cou'd never enjoy any Tranquillity, occaſion d 


by your Concern for the differences of others; and that 


I who induſtriouſly engag'd my (elf in the Conſideration 


of all their Quarrels, was nevertheleſs extremely eaſy and 
unconcern'd. The reaſon of theſe contrary Diſpoſitions 
in two, who agree in molt other things, I take to be, 


that you, who no leſs expect than wiſh to ſee the dif- 
ferent Partys reconcil'd, muſt needs have a Deteſtation for 


every thing that widens their Breaches or retards their 
Union; and that I, who deſpair of any Uniformity in 
Mens Opinions or Practices (which I hold to be im- 
poſſible ) muſt needs be pleasd with examining the 


Grounds of thoſe Notions, and the Springs of thoſe Ac- 
tions, which tho I cannot help or prevent, yet give me 
a further Knowledg of human Nature. With ſubmiſſion 
therefore to your Judgment, I think our whole Difference 


to be, that you repreſent Mankind to your (elf, ſuch as 


they ought to be, and that I conſider em but juſt ſuch 


as they are; or that you are uneaſy to ſee em continue 
their own Enemys, and that I am eaſy ſince they cannot 
become their own Friends. Now whether a univerſal. 


Peace 
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Peace be poſſible, or a perpetual War be unavoidable; 
that is to ſay, which of us two has the right of the Argu- 


ment, I neither ought nor will decide without further 


diſcourſing you on the Subject, nor indeed without your 


Concurrence and Approbation. 


But you maintain'd at the ſame time that my Satisfac- 
tion cou'd not be fo pure and void of allay, as I wou d 
have you believe: for you coud not imagine that any 
Man examin'd thoſe Controverſys with a perfect Indiffe- 


rence; and fo you urg'd that whoever inclin'd but the 
leaſt degree to any of the Partys, muſt probably have 
alſo ſome degree of Uneaſineſs in himſelf, if not of 
Unfairneſs to others. This Aſſertion of yours I gran- 


ted to be for the moſt part true, as it unqueſtionably 


appear d from moſt Books of Controverſy: tho I am 
pretty well convinc'd, that. it is not always ſo much an. 
Earneſtneſs and a Zeal for the Truth of their own Opt- 


nions, nor a Diſlike and Averſion to the Falſity of o- 
thers, that make the Diſputants fo eager againſt their 


Adverſarys, but rather a certain political Conduct, which 
they hold themſelves oblig d to obſerve in order to pleaſe 
a Party, to which they thus think to render their Vigor 


no leſs ſerviceable, than their Sincerity unſuſpected; and 


provided they find their private Account in this ſort 


of proceeding (which from the Corruption and Igno- 


rance of Mankind they frequently do) no body knows 
how eaſy or indifferent they may be in their own Hearts 


with reſpect to Opinions of all kinds, not approving nor 
perhaps underſtanding the Tenets of any fide. So many 
of this Diſpoſition have bin diſcover*d in all Societys 


(being real Free-booters, Adventurers, and Soldiers of 


Fortune in Controverſy) that much Heat and Noiſe, 


great Bitterneſs and Rigor are not ſuch evident Signs of 


Belief, as many are ready to fancy : and truly I have ſeen 
| = - = and 
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and obſery'd this intereſted part ſo often ated (as the 


ſureſt and moſt compendious way of raiſing a Reputation 
or an Eſtate) that I ſcarce ever knew a Perſecutor that 
believ'd a tittle of any Religion; ſo far are their Offi- 


_ ciouſneſs, Vexations, and Crueltys, from being only the 
miſchievous Effects of a miſtaken Perſuaſion, which is a 
very good-natur'd Excuſe that is commonly made for 


thoſe Men-devouring Monſters, who themſelves have no 
Humanity, to make allowances for the Education or the 


Capacity, for the Simplicity or Sincerity of others. 


After this Reflection I did further aſſert, as you may 


remember, that thoſe cou'd be found in the World (par- 


ticularly the PANTHEISTS) who not only were, but 


alſo appear'd intirely unconcern'd in all Diſputes, of 


which number I profeſs my (elf to be one. Their Syſtem 
of Philoſophy 1 did in confidence communicate to you; 
and of this Syſtem you acknowledg'd ſuch an Indifference 
to be a neceſſary Effect, tho at the ſame time you neither 
approvd the one nor the other, as being equally a Stran- 


ger to both: yet for the repoſe of fo good a Friend, T 
wiſh you were grown better acquainted with that Indit- 
ference of Temper, which in me you ſeem ſo much to 


condemn} for Indifference of Opinion I neither approve, 


nor believe to be poſſible. Yet the Opinions of others 


cannot hurt your Judgment, if you govern it by ſound = 
Reaſon; their Variety muſt delight your Contemplation, 

their Oppoſition will augment your Knowledg, and their 
Difficulty ſhou'd abate your Cenſure. As for thoſe Con- 
troverſiſts who are really perſuaded of the Doctrines they 
maintain, ſome of em, tho very rarely, have bin candid, 


moderate, and impartial, both in ſtating the Queſtion 


and managing the Diſpute with their Antagoniſts, The 
Author of a Book lately publiſh'd in Germany, I am apt 
to believe may deſerve a place among thoſe Worthys, I 


have 
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have not yet ſeen the Book it ſelf, but only the Character 


the Dutchy of Brunſwick, and contains the State and 
Conſideration of the various Controverſys which the 


| Lutherans have with Atheiſts, Heathens, Jews, Mahome- 


the ſum of all the Controy 
about Chriſtianity” 


erſys that are now on foot 
The Author profeſles in the * Title of his Book, that 


tans, Socinians, Anabaptiſis, Papiſts, and Calviniſts, or 


that e Monſieur le Clerc gives of it in the fifth Tome of 
his Select Library, It is written by Doctor Fabritius, a 
Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univerſity of Helmſtad in 


be has handP'd theſe Subjects in Truth and Charity, and 


Le Clerc bears witneſs to his Fairneſs and Moderation, 


At leaſt he cannot err for want of knowing his Duty; for 
1 the Diſpoſitions he requires in a Diſputant, and the Rules 


Man of Probity and Piety, learned and laborious, at- 
tentive and judicious, an equal Lover of Peace and 
Truth; that he act without Paſſion or Prejudice, and 
that he be not raſh in his Suſpicions, Cenſures, or Im- 
putations; that he diſtinguiſh the Opinions of whole 
Churches from thoſe of particular Doctors, and their 
Symbolical Books from the Writings of private Divines; 


that he do not confound fundamental with circumſtantial 


or incidental Doctrines, the improper Expreſſions of 
ſome Authors with their true Notions better worded, nor 
what they expreſly teach with the Conſequences charg'd 


on 'em by others againſt their Will; that he do not at- 


tribute the failings of particular Perſons to intire Societys, 


hs 


* Johannis Fabritii, Sacræ Theologiz Doctoris & Profeſſoris primarii, &c. 
Conſideratio variarum Controverſiarum; videlicet earum quæ nobis interce- 
dunt cum Atheis, Gentilibus, Judzis, Mahommedanis, Socinianis, Anabap- 
tiſtis, Pontificiis, & Reformatis, in varietate & charitate inſtituta. Helm- 
ftadii, 1704. in 4to. Pag. 608. | : 


he preſcribes to him, are perfectly juſt : as that he be a 


nor 
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nor take the Opinions of others from the Books of his 
own fide, but from their genuine Confeſſions of Faith 
and other authoriz d Writings; that he do not multiply 
Queſtions, or engage in Diſputes for Diſpute ſake, nor 
pick endleſs Quarrels, but propoſe to himſelf the de- 
fence of Truth, the promoting of Piety, and the eſta- 

bliſnhing of Peace, treating his Adverſarys with Sincerity, 
Meekneſs, and Charity, without wreſting their Words, 
calumniating their Perſons, or provoking them by mali- 


tious Infinuations or injurious Expreſſions, 


Since therefore, Sir, for want of equal Helps, Appli- 


cation, or Capacitys, Men muſt neceſſarily differ; what 


a happy Uſe might they make of their Controverſys, and 
What numerous Diſcoverys in Nature might their Con- 


teſts produce, wou'd they but manage their Diſputes 


with theſe or the like Rules, and with ſuch a peaceable 
Diſpoſition of Mind! How well Doctor Fabritius has fol- 
 low'd his own excellent Plan, I cannot determin; but 
that the Execution of ſo good a Deſign is very poſſible, 
Monſieur le Clerc has afforded us a ſufficient Inſtance : for, 
giving an account of this Book, he took that occaſion to 


make a ſhort Digreſſion touching the beſt manner of trea- 


ting the preſent Controverſys about Religion; and he 


has exemplify'd his Method by ſtating the famous Que- 
ſtion about Socinianiſm, tho he be no Socinian himſelf. 
Nor muſt you, Sir, as many have done, confound Aria- 
niſm here, or Sabellianiſm, with Socinianiſin, but under- 
ſtand by this Word that Syſtem of Doctrine, and that 


Manner of expounding Scripture, which was taught by 
Socinus, and is now approv'd by his Followers; for ſome 


bother Duxitarians, you know, render no religious Ady- 
ration to Feſw Chriſt, ſince they do not hold him to be 


the ſupreme Deity, wherein, if they do not act more 
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( 10 * 
conſiſtently with Piety, yet I think they do with their 
on Opinions more than the Socinians, 

Seeing at preſent I have nothing of my own to impart 
worth your acceptance, and that you do not perfectly 


underſtand the French Language, I ſend you hereby the 


Tranſlation of Monſieur le Clerc's Digreſſion, which ought 


not to be loſt to mere Engliſh Readers, ſince we have as 
many Controverſys agitated among us as any Nation 


whatſoever; which I am fo far from thinking a Diſgrace 
or Unhappineſs, that on the contrary. JI count it our 


Felicity and Glory, being the ſureſt Sign of an inquiſi- 


tive and active Genius, of the love of Truth and in- 
creaſe of Knowledg, and of the envy'd Liberty we enjoy 
of profeſſing our Judgments about every thing. The 
Concord of thoſe Places where this Freedom is not al - 


low'd, nor any ſuch Controverſys diſcuſt, is like Men 
agreeing about Colours in the dark, or like the Peace 


reſtor d to his Country by a Tyrant after he has made it 


a Defart; ſuch a Silence being an infallible Symptom of 
Ignorance, Sloth, and Servitude, of abject and broken 
Spirits, but not of Union or Science. Now I leave you 
to Monſieur le Clerc, and my ſelf, Sir, to your kindeſt 


Thoughts. 


Digreſſion. 
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Digreſſion 


N order to judg exactly of the Controverſys that are 
among Chriſtians, we muſt diſtinguiſh in every So- 
ciety three forts of Opinions. The firſt are Opinions of 


Religion, by virtue whereof they believe they ſhall be 
fav'd, and without which they do not hope for Salvation 
in that Society. The ſecond are Opinions of Controverſy, 
which conſiſt in rejecting in one's Judgment certain Doc- 
trines which are contrary to thoſe of the Society, tho 
Salvation is not made to depend on ſuch a RejeRion. 
The third are Opinions of Theology or Philoſophy, which 
are ſcarce underſtood by any but thoſe of the Trade, 
and which the People never pry into or comprehend, 
tho they are not thought to be therefore in any dan- 
ger of Damnation. There is no Chriſtian Society which 


does not hold theſe three ſorts of Opinions; but to make 


the matter eaſier conceivd, we ſhall take the Socinians 
for an example, = 1 


I. The Socinians lay down for the Do@rines of Religion, 


That there is an eternal Being, all-wiſe, all- good, and 


all- powerful, which has created the Heavens, and the 
Earth with all that they contain, and Men in particular 


with a deſign to do em good: That Men, who are come 
to the Age of Diſcretion, have all offended him by not 


living according to the Light they have, and therefore 


need his pardon for their Sins, excepting nevertheleſs 
one Man, who (ſhall be mention'd in due place: That 
this God had formerly reveal'd his Will to the Fews by 


the means of his Prophets, whoſe Books compoſe the Vo- 


| lume we call the Old Teſtament : That afterwards he 
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[eyeald it in a more perfect manner by the means of his 


Son Jeſus Chriſt, born of a Virgin, but otherwiſe a Man 


ſuch as we are, altho without Sin, and afliſted in a very 
extraordinary manner by the Spirit of his Father: That 
Jeſus Chriſt has caus'd the ſame Truths to be publiſn'd by 


the Miniſtry of his Apoſtles, to whom he gave the holy 


Spirit, and whom he ſent to preach to all thoſe that wou'd 
hear them: That this Revelation is found in the Books 


of the New Teſtament, which contain all that ought to be 


| believ?d concerning God and Jeſas Chriſt, all that ought 
to be practis'd in Obedience to them, and all that can 


be hop'd or expected from them: That this Feſ#s, after 


having perform'd a World of Miracles, ſuffer d the Jews 
to faſten him to a Croſs, on which he dy*d to confirm 
bis Doctrine, to ſhow us a good Example, and to be able 


to offer his Blood to God in Heaven for the Expiation 
of our Sins: That he was bury'd, that he roſe again, 


that he aſcended into Heaven, where, after having ex- 
piated our Sins, he reigns over all Nature by the Pow- 
er which God his Father has given him; and that he will 
come to judg the living and the dead, rewarding thoſe 


that have obey'd his Goſpel, by raiſing their Bodys to 
enjoy with their Souls a happy Immortality, and pu- 


niſhing the reſt with Pains proportionable to their Sins 
and conformable to divine Juſtice : That in Jeſus Chriſt 


muſt be acknowledgd the Royal Authority which he has 
receiv'd of his Father in Heaven and Earth; that he 


muſt be obey'd, that his Aſſiſtance muſt be imploi'd, : 


and that he ought to be worſhip'd as the only Vicege- 


rent of God, according to the expreſs Commandment 


of his Father. 


Ibis is what can be properly call'd the Religion of . 
the Socinians, ſeeing that it is by virtue of their Belief 
of theſe Articles, and by leading a Life agreeable to 
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the ſame, that they expect to be ſav'd ; for certainly the 
true Religion of Ghriſtians is that which they believe 


themſelves oblig d to obſerve in order to obtain Salva- 
tion, and without which they are perſuaded that they 


cou'd not partake of Mercy. Theſe points are ſo clearly 
contain'd in the holy Scripture, that they glory in them, 
as being ever receiv d and ſtil] believd by all Chriſtzans. 


They are the Contents of the antient Creeds, and par- 
ticularly of that of the Apoftles, which is much plainer 
than the reſt, Wherefore in order to abſolve or con- 


demn them with reſpect to what is call'd their Religion, 


it muſt firſt be confider'd, whether this be ſufficient or 
not to obtain the Remifſion of Sins: and then it muſt 
be brought to a Determination, whether a Man who 
fincerely reads the holy Scripture, and that finds in it no 


more than theſe Points; who believes and obſerves them 
with all his Heart, being likewiſe further prepar'd to 


believe and obſerve whatever he ſhou'd diſcover in it 


beſides: whether a Man, I fay, with this Perſuaſion, 
and diſposd after this manner, were unworthy of the 


Mercy of God, 


Il. Secondly, the Socinians have Opinions of Contro- 
werſj, which conſiſt, for example, in rejecting what 15 
taught among other Chriſtians touching a Trinity of Per- 


ſons in one Divine Eſſence, whereof the ſecond is begot- 
ten by the firſt, and the third proceeds from the other 
two; touching the Hy poſtatical Union of the ſecond of 
theſe Perſons with the human Nature of Jeu, Cbriſt, 
yet fo as that the other two divine Perſons are not in- 
carnated ; touching the Satisfaction of Jeſus Chriſs, who, 
according to the greateſt part of other Chriſtians, has u- 
_ dergon at his Death a Punioment equivalent to what. 


all Mankind had deſerv'd; fo that the Juftice of God 
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being ſatisfyd to the utmoſt, he requires nothing elſe 
of Men, A that by Faith they accept this Satisfaction 
which 7 
The Dnitarians reject thefe and the like Doctrines f 
becauſe they believe they are not reveal d, nor at all to 
be found in the holy Scripture, without greatly forcing. 
the litera! Signification, and joining ſeveral Scholaſtick 

Ideas to thoſe which the Scripture. affords us. They do 
their beſt endeavour to anſwer all the Paſſages objected 
to them, and to prove their own Sentiments by other 


Feſus Chriſt has made for them. 


Paſſages, as may be ſeen in their Catechiſm; Nay they 


believe that theſe Doctrines are contrary to right Rea- 
ſon, which Revelation does not deſtroy but ſuppoſe. 


If they have much ado to bring themſelves off in many 


_ Paſſages that are objected to them, and if they wreſt 


ſome others, as they are reproachd to have done; it 


muſt be confeſt that the things in queſtion are very 
nice and difficult, being Myſterys that are above human 
'Tis certain that they are Controverſys which 

may even puzzle the wiſeſt, as Experience has ſhown, 
ſince all Chriſtians have almoſt always diſputed about 
them. But however this may be, the Socinians do not 
make their Religion to conſiſt in rejecting what other 
Chriſtians believe concerning theſe Doctrines, as if it 


were abſolutely neceſſary to reject them expreſly in or- 
der to be ſavd. In their Judgment, one might be igno- 


rant of all theſe Diſputes, without being the leſs accep- 
table to Almighty God. 

Here then it ought to be examin'd, whether thoſe 
things wherein we differ from them, be of as great Con- 
ſequence as thoſe wherein we agree; and whether it be 
juſt to damn People, that agree with us in thoſe Articles 


of Religion which we have 1 1 for Po 
| ake 


**»ÿaß᷑f CT 5 
wy fake of their Opinions of Controverſy about difficult and 
{ obſcure Subjects. e 


III. The Socinians have likewiſe Theological or Philo. 
ſopbhical Opinions, ſuch as what they believe concerning 
the finiſhing of the Pains of the Damn'd, which, accor- 
ding to them, are not to be eternal; that it is contra- 
dictory to hold God may foreſee future Contingents; 
that the Exiſtence of God cannot be concluded from 
the Contemplation of Nature, and ſuch other matters. 

But they do not impoſe a Neceſſity on any Divine, 
and much leſs on the People, to take ſides in theſe 
Queſtions. They look on theſe and the like as diffi- 

cult Problems, where Men may follow different Senti- 
ments; fo that ſuppoſing all they fay about them were 
confuted, they think their Religion wou'd not be for 
all that the leſs true in it (elf, or the leſs ſafe from all 
ARS. og Oo OE WS owls. 
To judg folidly therefore of their Doctrines, we 
ought, as I have ſaid, to examin thoſe which I calld: 
Doctrines of Religion; and if we believe, that, together 
with a Chriſtian Life, they may be ſufficient to obtain 
the Mercy of God, theſe People may be ſecurely tole- 
rated till God is pleasd to grant 'em greater Light, 
After the ſame manner ought we to conlider al! the o- 
ther Controverſys which are among Chritians, and if 
we found that every Scct retaind the Eſſentials, we 
ſhou'd pardon all their Theological! Diſputes and Specula- 
tions, provided that each of em did pardon the reſt 3 
for to have peace it mult be deſir'd by both ſides. 
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| Synods, Convocations, Creeds, and Impoſition 
min Religion. By Aadrem Marvel Eſq; Price 1 2d, 


Platoniſm Unveil'd ; or an Eſſay concerning the No- 


tions and Opinions of Plato, and ſome antient and mo- 


dern Divines his Followers; in relation to the Logos, 
or Word in particular, and the Doctrine of the Trinity 


in general. Tranſlated from the French. Price 25. 6d. 


N Short Hiſtorical Eſſay touching General Councils, 
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